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Prior to his outstanding career with General 

Dynamics, Mr. Cody further served his country 
for 30 years in the U.S. Army. He began his 
military service as a cadet at the United States 
Military Academy in 1952 and was commis-
sioned as a 2d Lt., Field Artillery upon his 
graduation in 1956. While a cadet, Mr. Cody 
excelled in various leadership capacities, and 
was an outstanding baseball and football play-
er. During his Army career, Bill Cody pro-
gressed rapidly through the ranks while hold-
ing many important command and staff posi-
tions to include combat in Vietnam. He was 
decorated for bravery several times and re-
ceived numerous meritorious service awards 
for his outstanding service. He completed his 
outstanding military career with particular dis-
tinction and honor in the grade of Colonel, 
U.S. Army. 

Bill Cody has served his country with dis-
tinction in both a civilian and military capacity 
for nearly 47 years. He is a man of rare ability 
and devotion to his country. We salute him on 
his retirement, and wish him the best in his 
well-deserved retirement, and thank him for 
his dedicated service to his country. 
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HONORING DOMINIC DRAGISICH OF 
WEIRTON, WEST VIRGINIA 

HON. ALAN B. MOLLOHAN 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 1999

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to congratulate Mr. Dominic Dragisich of 
Weirton, West Virginia, for his award-winning 
entry in the Veterans of Foreign Wars’ Voice 
of Democracy Contest. His script is entitled 
‘‘My Service to America.’’ I submit for the 
RECORD the text of his entry, and commend 
the VFW for making the Voice of Democracy 
scholarship program available to students 
across our Nation.

MY SERVICE TO AMERICA 
‘‘Ask not what your country can do for 

you—ask what you can do for your country.’’ 
With these words during his Inaugural ad-
dress in 1961, President John F. Kennedy 
challenged every citizen to serve America. 

Today, the world is a very different place. 
The changes that have occurred since those 
words were spoken are phenomenal. Yet, the 
changes that lie ahead will be greater. 
Therefore, his challenge to serve America is 
even more timely today. 

I can best serve America by preparing my-
self to meet the challenges that face us. We 
must retain those values and institutions 
that have made America great, but we must 
be willing to change and accept new ideas 
that meet the challenges of the information 
age. The ability to adapt to change will de-
termine our success. To survive we must 
adapt, to adapt we must change. 

Today, being a teenager and a high school 
student is no easy task. We live in a high 
tech information based society where we are 
bombarded by negative influences on a daily 
basis. ‘‘What’s wrong with this young gen-
eration’’ seems to be the question of the 
day—everyday. It’s the same question that 
has been asked throughout history, and I be-
lieve the answer remains the same—NOTH-
ING is wrong. I believe my generation is 
ready, willing, and able to serve America, 

just as well as those who preceded us. I know 
I am. 

For me, it may be a little easier because of 
the foundation laid by my family. My ances-
tors immigrated to America in search of 
freedom and a better life. They brought with 
them a tradition of hard work, discipline, 
strong family values, and spirituality. I am 
fortunate that my parents passed them on to 
me. They challenged me to grow intellectu-
ally, emotionally, and spiritually. They gave 
me a value system founded upon high moral 
and ethical standards. By example, they 
showed me that we have a responsibility to 
give something back to our communities, es-
pecially to those less fortunate. I can serve 
America by following their example and by 
passing it on to others. 

Today, America still represents hope 
throughout the world. Where there is repres-
sion, persecution, poverty, or a lack of 
human rights, America continues to be a 
symbol of freedom and liberty. I can serve 
America by helping to preserve those ideals 
and share them with others. I can also serve 
America by setting a positive example for 
my peers to follow and by helping them when 
needed. 

America faces enormous challenges in our 
global economy. I can help her meet those 
challenges by pursuing academic excellence 
and by refining my leadership skills. My par-
ents stressed the importance of academics 
and the powerful role that knowledge will 
play in the future. They planted the seeds of 
leadership within me and nurtured their 
growth. It is now my responsibility to fur-
ther develop them. 

We must always remember that many peo-
ple are quick to follow; therefore, leadership 
is a responsibility that should not be taken 
lightly. It requires creativity, imagination, 
courage, decisiveness, and confidence. Lead-
ers must have the courage to make decisions 
based on what is right. Leaders must be as-
sertive but patient. They must be skilled lis-
teners and effective mediators. They must be 
confident but not arrogant. Finally, they 
must be able to accept responsibility, ac-
knowledge their faults, admit their mis-
takes, and learn from them. 

I can serve America by developing these 
skills and by accepting a leadership role in 
her future. However, to preserve the future, 
we must never forget those who gave us the 
America we have today. 

President Kennedy’s Inaugural Address 
also contained the following words: ‘‘Since 
America was founded, each generation has 
been summoned to give testimony to its na-
tional loyalty. The graves of young Ameri-
cans, who answered the call to serve, sur-
round the globe.’’

One day the torch will be passed to my 
generation. We too will proclaim our loyalty. 
We will be ready to serve. However, we will 
retain our readiness only if we continue to 
honor and respect those who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice so that we could live to serve 
America and perpetuate the ideals she rep-
resents.
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THE UNDERWATER ADVENTURE 
SEEKERS CELEBRATE THEIR 
FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 20, 1999

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
invite the Members of this body to join me in 

saluting the Underwater Adventure Seekers 
(UAS) as they celebrate forty years in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

UAS was established in the District of Co-
lumbia on February 25, 1959 for the purpose 
of offering water safety and skin and SCUBA 
diving training to African-Americans in the 
metropolitan area during a period in this coun-
try’s development when such training was not 
available to African-Americans or other minori-
ties through the usual industry venues. 

UAS is and always has been, an organiza-
tion that welcomes people of all backgrounds. 
It has trained more than 1,700 people in the 
sports of skin and SCUBA diving. Additionally, 
UAS contributes thousands of hours of volun-
teer service to the community by sponsoring 
field trips for marine science students at the 
University of the District of Columbia; pro-
viding 2-year scholarships in marine science 
or oceanography to District residents; pro-
viding instruction in swimming and other water 
activities for persons of all ages; and providing 
safety divers for the President’s Cup Regatta. 
The UAS also provides rescue divers to assist 
federal and local agencies during emergencies 
when there is a critical need for trained, expe-
rienced divers. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the achievements 
and commitment of the UAS to promoting 
water safety, conserving aquatic life, and pro-
viding services to the citizens of the District of 
Columbia. 
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IN HONOR OF WORCESTER COUNTY 
SHERIFF JOHN ‘‘MIKE’’ FLYNN 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 20, 1999

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to a true legend in Massachu-
setts politics, Worcester County Sheriff John 
‘‘Mike’’ Flynn. On Sunday, April 11, Sheriff 
Flynn was honored at the Grafton Democratic 
Town Committee’s Froment-Moroney Memo-
rial Breakfast, where he was presented the 
Froment-Moroney Leadership by Action 
award. 

Mr. Speaker, in many ways the name of that 
award sums up Mike Flynn—Leadership by 
Action. Sheriff Flynn has been an integral part 
of the Worcester County Sheriff’s Department 
for 36 years, and in that time he has helped 
the Department become a model for effective 
corrections and law enforcement policy. In 
1973, Sheriff Flynn was involved in the plan-
ning, construction and successful occupancy 
of the Worcester County Jail and House of 
Correction in West Boylston. In 1990, he 
oversaw the planning and construction of a 
300-bed modular facility. He currently super-
vises a staff of over 650, many of whom are 
veterans. 

Indeed, Sheriff Flynn himself served his 
country in the military, earning distinction in 
World War II in the Asian-Pacific Theater. By 
risking his life for our freedom, Mike Flynn dis-
played true leadership by action. 

Beyond his duties as Sheriff, Mike Flynn 
has been extraordinarily active in volunteer 
and community service. In addition to his in-
volvement with the American Legion and the 

VerDate jul 14 2003 10:01 Sep 29, 2004 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR99\E20AP9.000 E20AP9



EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 7017April 20, 1999
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Sheriff Flynn has 
dedicated his time, his energy and his very big 
heart to the Mercy Center, a facility for devel-
opmentally handicapped children in our com-
munity. Through his work, the difficult lives of 
these young people have been made less dif-
ficult. I cannot think of a better definition of 
leadership, not just by action, but by compas-
sion and decency. 

Mike Flynn has a favorite expression—‘‘Only 
in America.’’ Only in America could the son of 
a steamfitter get such a tremendous oppor-
tunity to serve his family, his community, and 
his country. Sheriff Flynn has seized that op-
portunity and made the most of it. 

Through all of this, Mike’s wife Joan has 
been an invaluable partner and companion. 
Their six children and four grandchildren pro-
vide them with immense joy, and Sheriff Flynn 
would be the first to tell you that family always 
comes first. 

Mr. Speaker, I know the entire House joins 
me in congratulating Worcester County Sheriff 
Mike Flynn on receiving the Froment-Moroney 
Leadership by Action award and for his dec-
ades of public service. 

f

HONORING THE CAMPANIA CLUB 
FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO 
THE COMMUNITY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 1999

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure to rise today to congratulate 
the Campania Club of New Haven on its 85th 
Anniversary. An Italian-American organization, 
the Campania Club has been a tremendous 
asset to the New Haven community since its 
inception in 1914. 

Founded by a small group of Italian immi-
grants, members have worked to promote 
strong family values. These values—love for 
family and friends, the importance of giving to 
others, a commitment to hard work are the 
foundation upon which our community stands. 
These are the values passed on from genera-
tion to generation. Though it began as a small 
neighborhood gathering, the Campania Club 
has grown and developed into an integral part 
of the foundation on which the New Haven 
Italian-American community stands. The Italian 
neighborhood where I grew up was a place 
where people knew each other, and looked 
out for each other. It’s great to see that things 
haven’t changed. 

The strength and integrity of the club lies in 
the character and commitment of its members, 
and the historical list of club members’ names, 
past and present, are a true reflection of the 
quality of the Campania Club. Over the years, 
membership lists have included many local of-
ficials and personalities including former 
Mayor William C. Celantano, as well as his 
brother 1967 Man of the Year, Dr. Luca 
Celentano. Local personalities included Packy 
DeFonzo and Joseph DeGale for whom the 
DeGale Trophy was named. Considering a 
major award in the athletic field, for years the 
DeGale Trophy was presented to an out-
standing city athlete. As the organization has 

grown, Club members continue to serve the 
community by supporting a variety of service 
organizations, including the Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts, as well as local businesses and 
sports teams. It is this type of dedication that 
has kept alive the close-knit New Haven 
Italian community, passing on the legacy and 
traditions to the next generation. 

The Campania Club has strived to promote 
family values while continuing to foster a 
proud Italian heritage. It is with great pride that 
I stand before you today to honor the 
Campania Club and its members for 85 years 
of outstanding service to the New Haven com-
munity. 
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‘‘MY SERVICE TO AMERICA’’

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 1999

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I am here 
today to recognize and honor Eleanor Forbes. 
She is the recipient of the 1998–1999 VFW 
Voice of Democracy Scholarship Competition. 
Eleanor wrote a very moving and patriotic ac-
count of American democracy. I ask that the 
text of her script be inserted into the RECORD 
in its entirety at the completion of my remarks. 
Once again, I am proud to recognize Ms. El-
eanor Forbes.

‘‘MY SERVICE TO AMERICA’’—1998–1999 VFW 
VOICE OF DEMOCRACY SCHOLARSHIP COM-
PETITION 

(Pennsylvania Winner—Eleanor Forbes) 

The voice you hear now is the voice of an 
American, a proud American. This same 
voice pledges allegiance to our flag every 
morning, and sings proudly along with our 
national anthem when it is played. I am fif-
teen years old. I do not have the resources to 
go out and change the world. I do not have 
the money to give to all my fellow Ameri-
cans who need it, nor am I old enough to run 
for president or serve my country in a war. 
But these are not the only ways I can serve 
my country. My service to America is ex-
pressed in many other ways. 

America has provided me with numerous 
opportunities for which I am grateful. I have 
the opportunities of education, participation 
in athletics, work, art and music, among 
other things. It is my duty as an American 
to grasp these opportunities firmly now, in 
my teenage years, so that I can give back to 
my country later in life. I owe it to America 
to be the best student I can be, to learn how 
to write and speak properly, to spell cor-
rectly, and to read the intricate works of the 
great American writers. I must learn to ap-
preciate the artistic and musical works of 
the great American artists, and learn mathe-
matics, science and history. It is my duty to 
visit the numerous places that make up 
American history books; to climb the steep 
steps of the Statue of Liberty and feel the 
warmth of heart that the immigrants felt 
when they first arrived in America. I need to 
look at the Liberty Bell with glistening eyes 
and understand its full meaning. To be a 
good American in the future, I must learn, 
understand, and accept all of America’s past. 

Right now, the opportunities to serve my 
country are limited, but are, by no means, 
small. For the land itself, I recycle, I put 
trash in the trashcans to keep our streets 

clean. I plant trees to keep our environment 
healthy. For my fellow citizens I keep myself 
clean and presentable, I work hard for my 
money, and buy American products. I do not 
judge others in an unjust manner, if at all. I 
abide by the great laws of the country, and 
I keep myself up to date with the current af-
fairs of America. After all the opportunities 
and services that America will have provided 
me by the time I am twenty years old, I will 
be obliged, not by law but by choice, to give 
back. I feel that the best way to help Amer-
ica is to help others in the name of my coun-
try. I am provided with such an opportunity 
by organizations like the Peace Corps. Then, 
in my adult years, I shall be fully prepared 
to choose a job that will help fellow Ameri-
cans. I shall work honestly, hard, and be a 
good citizen. I shall vote and pay my taxes 
on time. All these things may seem small 
and trivial to some, but to me, they are ways 
I can give back to a country that has given 
so much to me. 

America is truly the land of opportunity. 
My service to America is to grab all the op-
portunity that is thrown my way and make 
the most out of it, so that later in my life as 
an American I am able and ready to provide 
such an opportunity for others.

f

TRIBUTE TO WILLIE L. STRAIN 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 20, 1999

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to Mr. William L. 
Strain, Assistant Director of the Communica-
tions Department at the Alabama Cooperative 
Extension Service. On March 31, Mr. Strain 
retired from the extension service after 45 
years and two months of service. 

Mr. Strain is a native of Morgan County, 
Alabama and a graduate of Morgan City Train-
ing School in Hartselle, Alabama. He grad-
uated with honors from Tuskegee Institute 
where he received his Bachelor of Science 
and Master of Education degrees. He also 
completed his Master of Science degree in 
Agricultural Journalism at the University of 
Wisconsin. In addition to Mr. Strain’s aca-
demic accomplishments, he served his country 
as a Second Lieutenant in the United States 
Air Force. 

In 1958, Mr. Strain served the people of 
Alabama as an Assistant Negro County Agent 
in Butler County. He went on to serve similar 
positions in Coosa and Tuscaloosa Counties 
respectively. In 1971, he served as the plaintiff 
in the civil action landmark court case Strain 
vs. Philpot, which establish the tone to bring 
about equal opportunity for Extension minority 
employees and clients, throughout Alabama 
and the rest of the nation. 

Ever since that landmark case, Mr. Strain 
continued to dedicate his life to improvements 
in the Extension Service. He served as a 
member of numerous professional associa-
tions and has received many awards for his 
outstanding leadership in higher education, 
development of community relations and pro-
fessional involvement in local, state and na-
tional levels. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing I want to add that I 
am honored to stand here today and congratu-
late Mr. Willie Strain. He was a trailblazer in 
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